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Agrivoltaics growing with National Recovery and Resilience Plan incentives

[bookmark: _GoBack]In Italy there are already almost 1.6 million systems, forecast to increase with the EUR 1.1 billion in contributions envisaged by the NRRP. At the end of the application period a month ago, 920 million had been submitted, the vast majority coming from the South. EIMA International is a showcase for new opportunities. 

Agrivoltaic systems have now become a firmly established reality even in Italy. There are almost 1.6 million of them in the country. But the widespread use of these systems for energy production is destined to become even greater thanks to the incentives provided by the NRRP, which has made EUR 1.1 billion in funds available. The call for applications to access the benefits closed a month ago. The applications – a total of 920 million of them – came mainly (56%) from the regions of Southern Italy. This opens up new development prospects, provided that the systems are integrated with the crops. This was discussed at the workshop on the topic “Mechanization and agrivoltaic systems: problems and opportunities”, sponsored by Itabia, the Italian biomass association, as part of the 46th annual Eima International exhibition of agricultural and gardening machinery taking place in Bologna. The meeting was organized with the aim of answering the many questions that agricultural entrepreneurs are asking. “We need to understand all the effects of agrivoltaics on crops, on the microclimate, on soil temperature and fully understand their usefulness,” explained Nicola Colonna, research manager at Enea, who was called upon to describe the different types of systems in relation to typical Italian crops. Speakers included Alberto Assirelli, Crea research manager, who outlined the potential interactions between machines and systems, and Danilo Monarca, professor of agricultural mechanics at the University of Tuscia, who focused on the topic of safety and training for operators. According to the speakers, it is essential that in agrivoltaic systems, which can extend over tens of hectares, direct interactions are avoided and indirect ones are reduced to a minimum, so as not to compromise the production of both crops and energy. 
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